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What is claimed is : 




f fr Sof t ware ii it ^t^-fhii-u^ np ^L^mfwto^Eor, reslrirrin&_g^ r bp -ns^mT 
said computer only, said computer comprises a software means for providing 



encrypted identity of its user to a remote computer, for a secure operation on a user's 
account which being under the control of said remote computer, comprising : 

software means for ascertaining said software means for providing being 
present on said computer ; / 

software means for inhibiting use of said other software on said computer if 
said software means for providing is not present on said computer. 

2) Software means as claimed in claim 1, wherein funher comprising software means 
for determining data integrity of said softwares means for providing and if the 
determination is unfavourable, said means for providing is regarded as not present 

3) Software means as claimed in claim/1, wherein further comprising software means 
for authenticating said computer, comprises a stored information of configuration of 
said computer and means for determining configuration of said computer and means 
for comparing the determinedoesult with said stored information, and if said software 
means for providing is n&i present on said computer and the comparison result is 
unfavourable, said software means for inhibiting will inhibit the use of said other 
software on said con*puter. 

rains as claimed in claim 3, wherein said configuration of said computer 
tware configuration thereof. 

5) ^of tware means as claimed in claim 3, wherein said configuration of said computer 




4) Software 
being the h 
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£)- So f twar e mca Rs__as-clai med Jj o--elaifrH^ where i n " fufth er-eefflprisiftg- a method, - 
comprises the steps of : / 

receiving an encrypted command from said remote computer ; / 

authenticating said encrypted command ; / 

determining the hardware or software or both configuration of^aid computer; 

storing the determinated configuration if the authentication result of said 
authenticating step is favourable ; / 

thereafter, determining at least a part of thp^onfiguration of a computer 
onwhich said software means runs ; / 

comparing said at least a part/of configuration determined with the 
corresponding part in said stored configuration ; 

causing the use of sajd'software be inhibited if the comparison result is not 
favourable. 

7) Software means as claimed in claim 6, wherein said encryted command is being 
entered into said computer by the computer user who receives it from said remote 
Compute r through telephone - lin e: - 



8) Software means as claimed in cla 



) wherein said remote computer provides said 



encrypted command if the user possesses an account which is valid. 



9) Software means as claimed in cla im 1, wherein-eaeh-on^-o£^aid--other^^ 
means comprises an information for indicating it being^^^oftw^e^i^plied by said 
remote computer stored at a first ^rgd©ternSned location therein and an identity of its 
rightful user at a secondpredetermined location therein and an encrypted identity of its 
rightful user aptiespective location therein and each of said other software will fail to 
opemerlf said information therein being altered or said identity and said encrypted 
4acntity - thercin being iniouMblC Ttfc 
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^^1 0) Software - means as riaimed in claim 9 , wherein said softw af e - uieaus i ^ ori nlubilhit 
also comprises said information at a first predetermined location and said identity^ its 
rightful user at a second predetermined location therein and said encrypte f d / identity of 
its rightful user at a respective location therein and said means for inhibiting will inhibit 
use of said other software on said computer if said information therein being altered or 
said identity and said encrypted identity therein being inconsistent. 

1 1) Software means as claimed in claim 9, wherein said software means for inhibiting 
comprises an encrypted identity of its rightful user therein and wherein if one of said 
other software stored in said computer h^sfa user identity not consistent to said 
encrypted identity in said means for inhibiting, said software means for inhibiting will 
inhibit use of at least one of said y other software including said one of said other 
software. 

12) Software means for use on a computer for restricting other software to be use on 
said computer only,/ said computer comprises a software means for providing 
encrypted identity/of its user to a remote computer, for a secure operation on a user's 
account which being under the control of said remote computer, comprising : 

said software means for providing ; 

sjzfrtware means for enabling use of said other software on said computer ; 
Wherein said software means for providing and said software means for enabling are 
contained in a single software so as for preventing said software means for enabling 

/from hoing rnpind indivi d ually 



I 
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<d 31^S nftware. means as rlaimp/i in rlaim 19 nrhpn>in ^n sOw^iii nf ... ml i >| l »» r < rnft Wflrc > 
means comprises an information for indicating it being a software supplied bv^ud 
remote computer stored at a first predetermined location therein and an identity^of its 
rightful user at a second predetermined location therein and an encrypted kfentity of its 
rightful user at a respective location therein and each of said other software will fail to 
operate if said information therein being altered or said identity/and said encrypted 
identity therein being inconsistent / 

14) Software means as claimed in claim 12, wherein sai(3 software means for inhibiting 
also comprises said information at a first predetermined location and said identity of its 
rightful user at a second predetermined location therein and said encrypted identity of 
its rightful user at a respective location therein and said means for enabling will not 
operate if said information therein being^altered or said identity and said encrypted 
identity therein being inconsistent / 

15) Software means as claimed/in claim 12, wherein said software means for inhibiting 
comprises an encrypted identity of its rightful user therein and wherein if one of said 
other software stored in said computer has a user identity not consistent to said 
encrypted identity in/said means for inhibiting, said software means for enabling will 
not enable use of At least one of said other software including said one of said other 
software. / 

16) Software means as claimed in claim 12, wherein further comprising software 
means for authenticating said computer, comprises a stored configuration information 
of saicLcomputer and means for determining configuration of said computer and means 
for ^Comparing the determined result with said stored information, and if the 
comparison result is unfavourable, said software means for enabling will not enable the 
irse-of-s aid other softwaic - on 3aid computer * 
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4 7) Software means for use on a compTrte^fQiu £Stricting; other snffc uua«»-t n 1^ mm* nn - 
said computer only, said computer comprises a software means for provkiifig 
encrypted identity of its user to a remote computer, for a secure operation on a user's 
account which being under the control of said remote computer, comprising : 

software means for providing encrypted commands for causing said other 
software to operate or not to operate on said computer ; / 

wherein a same encrytion algorithm is being used ur said software means for 
providing encrypted identity and said software means for providing encrypted 
commands. / 

18) Software means as claimed in claim \T\ wherein further comprising software 
means for authenticating said computer, comprises a stored configuration information 
of said computer and means for deterrruning configuration of said computer and means 
for comparing the determined result with said stored information, and if the 
comparison result is unfavourable, said software means for providing encrypted 
commands will not provide' commands to said other software so as for causing said 
other software not to operate on said computer. 

19) Software means/ as claimed in claim 17, wherein each one of said other software 
means comprises^ an information for indicating it being a software supplied by said 
remote computer stored at a first predetermined location therein and an identity of its 
rightful user at a second predetermined location therein and an encrypted identity of its 
rightfuLaser at a respective location therein and each of said other software will fail to 
operate if said information therein being altered or said identity and said encrypted 
ide nti ty th erein beii inconsistent : 
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?0) Softwar e mf a ns as cla i med in rlnim 17, v/hfrrin sniii rnfhvnrn mnnnn fnHnhihiting : 
also comprises said information at a first predetermined location and said identity of its 
rightful user at a second predetermined location therein and said epefypted identity of 
its rightful user at a respective location therein and said means^ror providing will cause 
said other software not to operate on said computerjf'said information therein being 
altered or said identity and said encrypted identity therein being inconsistent 

21) Software means as claimed ip^aim 17, wherein said software means for inhibiting 
comprises an encrypted Mefmty of its rightful user therein and wherein if one of said 
other software starda in said computer has a user identity not consistent to said 
encrypted ktentity in said means for inhibiting, said software means for providing will 
causp^at least one of said other software not to operate on said computer, including 
^aid one of said oth e r software, 



